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Money Matters: Aligning Priorities Toward Eternity
How can we cultivate a “get to give” not a “got to give” culture of generosity?
It is inspiring to watch generosity flourish. Here are four simple principles regarding generosity:
God is a very generous God.
He created us in His image to be generous people.
When we are generous together the world is a better place.
Generosity is rewarding to both the giver and receiver.
Money can really bind us at times and create many life burdens. Generosity is the path of
freedom, joy, and impact.
Yet, the typical church is full of people who see giving at best as a chore and most often as a
necessary burden.
Make God's priorities your priorities.
THE QUICK SUMMARY - The Generous Soul, by Marty Duren
Marty Duren conducts a thorough study examining how Christ followers relate to money and
possessions in the larger Kingdom purpose.
Viewing each believer as a 'missionary manager,' The Generous Soul provides a solid biblical
foundation for a life of financial generosity toward others based on the faithfulness of God. The
book includes a set of 20 conversations starters making it suitable for individual or group study.
A SIMPLE SOLUTION
Success in becoming generous is 100% impossible without embracing the principle that God
owns everything. We are stewards of a few small things that God owns. God owns our lives,
our jobs, our church, our bodies, and all our physical possessions.
As managers of God’s possessions, our responsibility is to handle “our” stuff just as
God would if He were on earth; this is the substance of Jesus’ parables.
The proper understanding of finances means that the priorities of God’s people related
to money and possessions should be the same priorities that God has for the Kingdom.
The use of money is not a separate reality from the gospel. On the contrary, our use of
money and possessions is a direct reflection of our understanding of and love for the
gospel and the Savior it reveals.
If the gospel, the Good News, is the story of God’s redemptive activity through Jesus
Christ of all things lost in the Fall, then everything under our management is usable for
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the embodiment and expansion of the gospel. If we keep money and possessions under
a separate section of our lives it is tantamount to lording overt that area ourselves rather
than yielding lordship to Christ.
To maintain this control of our finances is like divorcing ourselves from God. We cannot,
no matter how much we try, serve both God and mammon.

Marty Duren, The Generous Soul
A NEXT STEP
Sharing stories of people doing both good and great things inspires others. When it comes to
giving, people can often feel shame and inadequacy. However, the Bible reveals great nuggets
from people who lived attainable generous lives on an every day basis.
The Gospel of Luke captures these stories of generosity. Jesus introduces us to men and
women, both mature and immature in their faith. He describes both real and fictional characters
engaged in very normal activities; still they manage to live abundantly generous lives. Some of
these characters are expected while others are rather unexpected.
Review the following givers Jesus knew, and make it your goal to practice what they lived.
Unsuspecting Giver- Luke 8:1-3 tells us about some of the early actions of the 12 disciples
and several ladies. These early recruits were newbie’s in the faith, straight out of the
marketplace. On top of that, the women are described as formerly having evil spirits, diseases,
and demons. This is probably not the list that most would make heroes of or at least not just yet.
Still these early adopters who are taking their first steps of faith are said to be supporting Jesus
“out of their own means” and Jesus wants to make sure you know them. There are no high
and lofty requirements to generosity, just give.
Called Giver- Luke 9:3 and 10:4 introduces us to an extreme giving request of Jesus. He called
His early disciples, over 80 of them, to give up everything for the sake of a short-term mission
trip. He sent them all out into the harvest, to share the good news and help people with their
needs. Jesus called them to go, take nothing, not a dime or a change of clothes, not even a
snack. We are called to support Jesus both out of our means and at times by giving up all
that we have. Don’t worry, you won’t be the first or last person Jesus asks or sends out – just
one of many who have learned to enjoy the adventure.
Compassionate Giver- Luke 10:35 introduces us to a fictional character, but the story is
powerfully real. Today we call him The Good Samaritan, a man who allowed his day to be
interrupted. He didn’t permit the inconvenience or expense to stop him. Whatever others may
say about his investment in a troubled person did not matter. He gave compassionately and
comprehensively. No trite pat on the back here. Rather he gave time, energy, and resources
over an extended period for a man he may never see again. Giving people are both simple and
alert. This story could look a little heroic, but it’s really just common courtesy. If you can’t be
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stopped in your tracks, you will never be able to give compassionately.
Investing Giver- Luke 10:15ff is another fictional character in a very real situation. It’s a
successful businessman tempted by greed. His thriving business has put him in a quandary. His
barns are too small, so he builds bigger barns to store his wealth and coast into the future. Only
life changes and his money can’t solve his spiritual problem. Focusing on an earthly investment
did not pay off as he anticipated. Jesus instructions are to live by faith and don’t trust in worldly
wealth. Instead, sell your possessions and give to the poor. This will reap an unstoppable
reward and grow a heart toward God. Seeing the future clearly helps us hold loosely to the
things of today.
Fake Giver- Luke 18:22 shares about a man who lived on the dark side of generosity. We
commonly call him the Rich Young Ruler. He appears to desire a relationship with Jesus;
however, as the story unfolds we learn where his heart really is. He is so proud of his religious
life, and then Jesus exposes that it is paper-thin. No hero here. This is only a stark reminder
that the Rich Young Ruler can be a stealthy resident in the life of very religious
people. He chooses to fail at generosity and he had all the resources to accomplish it. How sad.
Transformed Giver- Luke 19:8 provides us with an immediate and rather bold response of
faith. It comes from Zacchaeus. He is a brand new follower of Jesus – less than one day. He is
really wealthy just like the Investing Giver and the Fake Giver. Jesus doesn’t ask him to show
his faith through generosity at all. This still this doesn’t stop Zacchaeus from thinking about it on
his own. He confesses his financial sins having been a cheat and thief. Then he demonstrates a
changed life by giving half of his possessions to the poor and paying back anyone he wronged
four times what he owed them. Jesus said we would be known by things like love and
fruit. Generosity is a great demonstration of both.
These are just a few of the giving stories in the Bible.
Pick one of the stories and share it with someone else this week.
Make a commitment to learn and live the lessons of one of them this month.
Create a family practice of learning to live generously around one this summer.

Taken from SUMS Remix 43-3, published June 2016

This is part of a weekly series posting content from one of the most innovative content sources
in the church world: SUMS Remix Book Summaries for church leaders. SUMS Remix takes a
practical problem in the church and looks at it with three solutions; and each solution is taken
from a different book. As a church leader you get to scan relevant books based on practical
tools and solutions to real ministry problems, not just by the cover of the book. Each post will
have the edition number which shows the year and what number it is in the overall sequence.
(SUMS provides 26 issues per year, delivered every other week to your inbox).
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