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Understanding Megachurches Part 2: Finances

Recently, Leadership Network released a new study entitled The Economic Outlook of Very
Large Churches: Trends Driving the Budgets and Staffing Activities of North America's Biggest
Congregations. The infographic below was part of that release. Considering the discussion
yesterday here on the blog about the growth of the number of megachurches, I thought this was
worth sharing today.

Again, the number of megachurches is not declining. And based on these statistics, they are
financially healthier than non-megas.

According to our most recent LifeWay Research economic impact survey, 22% of all churches
reported giving below budget. Only 17% of megachurches expect giving to be below budget this
year. Also, 70% of megachurches showed an increase in giving as compared to just 40% of all
churches.

Despite 50% of large churches being slowed by the Great Recession that has marked North
America since 2008, a majority of large congregations met or exceeded their budgets in 2012,
and most have seen offerings increase over that same time period.

You can find those and other findings in Leadership Network’s most recent report, The
Economic Outlook of Very Large Churches: Trends Driving the Budgets and Staffing
Activities of North America’s Biggest Congregations (free download).

Church staffing trends, giving patterns of worship attenders and the role of e-giving are also part
of this year’s findings, which draw from two Leadership Network surveys of more than 700
large churches.

                                1 / 3

http://leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf
http://leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf
http://leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf
http://leadnet.org/blog/post/how_large_churches_are_preparing_financially_for_2013_infographic
http://www.edstetzer.com/2012/08/new-research-slow-economy-cont.html
http://www.leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf
http://www.leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf
http://www.leadnet.org/resources/download/the_economic_outlook_of_very_large_churches_pdf


The Vision Room
A gathering of resources and tools to help leaders clearly think ahead
http://visionroom.com

                                2 / 3

http://visionroom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/EconomicOutlook.png


The Vision Room
A gathering of resources and tools to help leaders clearly think ahead
http://visionroom.com

 

Read more from Ed here.

Get a free download from Leadership Network here.
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